
                
 

 

 
 

March 17, 2024 
   5th Sunday in Lent 

 
We Gather in God’s Presence 

 
Gathering Music    
                        
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit                       “Rhosymedre”                      Vaughan Williams 
                       Handbell Choir   Arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 
Call to Worship 

Jesus said, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself.” 
Blessed be the God of our salvation 
who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
Let us worship the Lord. 

 
*Hymn          “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”         No. 619 
                                                                                                
Prayer of Confession       Laurie Taylor Weicher 
Redeeming God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
heart, and have not loved our neighbors as we ought; we have strayed 
from your commandments. Do not remember our sins, but forgive our 
iniquities, that we may fix our eyes on you and sin no more, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.    

(a time for silent prayer)   
                                                     
Kyrie                    No. 575 

Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us.  Lord have 
mercy upon us.  

    
Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 



Response to Pardon 
Friends in Christ, in response to this gift of God’s grace, how then shall we live? 
With gratitude, following after the Lord Jesus Christ, who calls us 
to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our 
neighbors as ourselves. 
This is the way of Jesus, in whom we find life! 

 
*Gloria Patri                  No. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Honorary Life Membership Award - Presbyterian Women                                            
                  
Joys and Concerns of the Church Family                   
         
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer 

K/1 & 2nd/3rd grade classes 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
Congregational Response to Prayer 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord, incline thine 
ear to us, and grant us thy peace. 

 
We Listen and Respond to God’s Word 

 
A Moment for Children (11:00) “I’ve Got the Joy” 

FPC Children and Nat Sparrow 
(Children's Church is offered for four years - second grade during the sermon.)  

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Readings           John 12:20-33 Jeremiah 31:31-34          
 



Sermon                             A New Covenant                  Troy Lesher-Thomas                                                  
                                               
                                                                  

*Hymn   “Out of Deep, Unordered Water”          No. 484 
 
Affirmation of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed (8:30) 
 
An Invitation to Generosity 
 
Offertory      “Meditation on “Beautiful Savior”        Arr. Cathy Moklebust 

Handbell Choir 
                                        
*Doxology                   No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, praise God all 
creatures here below, praise God above ye heavenly host, praise 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. (Tune: Old Hundredth) 

                                                   

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

We Carry God’s Word into the World 
                  
*Hymn  “Let All Things Now Living”                       No. 37 
                                                                        
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Benediction Response                No. 748 

Go with us Lord, and guide the way through this and every 
coming day, that in Your Spirit, strong and true, our lives may be 
our gift to you.   

 
*Postlude                                                                   
 
*All those who are able may stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Chancel Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and are given in honor of our 

First Presbyterian Family and friends, given by Tommy and Holly West. 
 

Today’s acolytes are Maxwell Thomas & Arthur Jenkins 
 

                                    Staff Directory  (919) 821-5750 
 

Troy Lesher-Thomas   Laurie Taylor Weicher Judy Pidcock 
Interim Pastor | Head of Staff  Associate Pastor  Parish Associate 
ext 2206     ext 2208   ext 2219    
tlesher-thomas@fpcraleigh.org  lweicher@fpcraleigh.org jpidcock@fpcraleigh.org 
 

Katy Schafer     Gail Barrett   Jonathan Regalado 
Dir. of Children & Family Ministries Church Administrator Sexton 
 

Beth Thaxton     Scott Sommerfeld  Peggy Taft  
Dir. of Youth Ministry & Christian Edu. Facilities Manager  Int. Co. Dir. Child Dev. Ctr. 
  

Mark Woodcock    Jamie Williams  Valarie Vess 
Dir. of Music     Office Manager  Int. Co. Dir. Child Dev. Ctr.  
 

Kathy Johnson    Jean Suber        
Dir. of Community Outreach  Communications Specialist  
 

Melani Willhite    Meredith Rawls 
Financial Assistant    Ministry Intern 
     

Connect with us every week just to let us know you worshiped with us today or send us your prayer 
requests. Go to www.fpcraleigh.org/connect. To make a contribution to FPC,  
use this QR code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On the Calendar This Week March 17 – March 23 

 

Today –   Early Service 8:30a  |  Church School 9:45-10:40a  |  Late Service 11a 
PW Honorary Life Membership Gathering and Reception to follow 11a-1p 
Children and Youth Program 5-7:30p 
 

Mon, Mar 18 –   Bible Study 10:30-11:30a Vanguard Classroom  |  Staff Meeting 1-2p 
Budget & Finance 6-8:30p  |  Bible Study 6-7p Vanguard Classroom 
 

Tue, Mar 19 – Glenaire Bible Study 2-3p  | FPC Serves, Sups & Sips 5:30 @ Family 
Promise 
 

Wed, Mar 20 – Early Birds 6:30-8a  |  Congregational Life Committee 6-7p 
Diaconate Meeting 7-8:30p 
 

Thu, Mar 21 – Choir Rehearsal 7-8:30p 
 

Fri, Mar 22 – No activities or events scheduled. 
 

Sat, Mar 23 – Vision Clinic Packing Session 
 

Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

PW Honorary Lifetime Membership Reception 
Today after the late worship service, the Presbyterian Women invite you to join us for a 
reception to recognize our new Honorary Members. 
 
VBS Registration 
For children and volunteers, registration is happening now through March 22. Don’t miss 
out on a great time here June 24-27. QR codes on Edge Lobby TV or in the elevator.  Many 
volunteers are needed to provide this exceptionally great event!  
 
Holy Week Schedule of Services 
Palm Sunday, March 24, 8:30am & 11am | Maundy Thursday, March 28, 7pm Communion 
& Tenebrae | Good Friday, March 29, 12pm Service of Prayer & Reflection | Easter Sunrise 
Service, March 31, 6am Capital Lawn | Easter Sunday, March 31, 8:30am & 11am. Childcare 
will be provided for the regular scheduled Sunday services as well as Maundy Thursday 
service. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt and Reception 
Easter Sunday, March 31, 9:45am, meet in the Sanctuary for a short message from a pastor. 
We will walk together to the Capitol Lawn for an Easter egg hunt followed by a reception 
in Memorial Hall. A great activity for the whole family. All are welcome! Thank you to 
everyone who donated candy for this event! 
 
 



FPC College Scholarships 
College scholarships from First Presbyterian Church are available! For all those interested in 
this opportunity, printed copies of applications are available at the Edge Lobby Welcome 
Center. The deadline for all submissions is April 14. 
 
FPC Mission Fair 
Save the Date! Sunday, April 28 from 8:00am-1:00pm, Memorial Hall. Sponsored by the 
FPC Mission Committee and FPC Foundation 
 
FPC Shares Item for March 
This month’s FPC Shares item is Canned Spaghetti or Ravioli! Bring this item and/or your 
favorite non-perishable food donations to the church. There are FPC Shares receptacles on 
both sides of the Edge Lobby and in two places in the Lisa Ham Gathering Space outside the 
sanctuary. 
 

Mission Partners & Highlights 
 

First Baptist Church @ 99 N. Salisbury St. Clothing Ministry is an expression of 
concern for our friends and neighbors in need. Hours of Operation: MONDAYS | 10:00 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m. 
This ministry distributes free clothing donated by Wake County residents and strives to 
provide adequate clothing for families, people experiencing homelessness, those in 
transition from relocation or re-entry into the workforce, or any person with an identifiable 
need.  
Established in 1983, the FBC clothing ministry serves approximately 1,000 people each 
month. It is set up like a little department store with clothing arranged by categories and 
size. In an effort to serve as many people as possible, customers are limited to 30 minutes of 
shopping time. All clothing is free and upon checkout, it is folded and bagged. 
Volunteers are always needed to welcome and interview clients, assist clients in clothing 
selection, sort donations or help with checkout. This is a great opportunity for groups and 
youth to accrue volunteer hours. To volunteer, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at 
cmvolunteercoordinator.fbc@gmail.com. 
 Gently used clothing donations are accepted Monday through Friday, from 8:30am-4pm. 
There is a large donation bin located inside the back parking lot doors where clothing 
donations may be placed.  
They ask that you pre-sort, bag, and label your clothing donations by gender/age – men’s, 
women’s, children’s. They are unable to clean or repair donated clothing, so please ensure 
that your clothing donations do not have stains, rips, or broken zippers and buttons. In 
addition to clothing, they also accept handbags, suitcases, backpacks, and blankets. Tax 
receipts are on the greeting sign as you enter the building. 


